10 Quick Checks Before You Buy a Used Car

Free one-page sample from BangerWise | The trader in your pocket

BEFORE YOU GO
|:| Check the free MOT history on GOV.UK: advisories and mileage gaps.

gov.uk/check-mot-history

BEFORE YOU GO
|:| Run a history check for outstanding finance, write-off or theft.

AT THE VIEWING
|:| Ask to see the V5C log book; be wary if it is missing.

AT THE VIEWING
|:| Be wary if the seller meets you away from the V5C address.

WALK ROUND
|:| Look for even panel gaps and paint that matches.

TYRES
|:| Tread of at least 1.6mm; no cracks, bulges or uneven wear.

UNDER THE BONNET
|:| Oil level and colour; coolant between MIN and MAX.

STARTING UP
|:| Warning lights should come on, then go out.

TEST DRIVE
|:| The car should stop in a straight line with no grinding.

PAYING
|:| Be wary of a seller who wants cash only, or a car park meeting.

Want the full checklist?

Buy It Right: The UK Used Car Buyer's Checklist (2027 Edition). 24 pages, £3.49.
Written by the trade, for the customer. Use code LAUNCH20 for 20% off.
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